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I. Z=STIATE OF TiE SITYATICT

1. Historical precedents as to the use of the armed forces
of the United States for nrrposes of intervention, indlcate that nlans
shyald be made to meet lire emergencies which may occur in the future.

2 Possible emergencies ara li:mly to be of the follov-

— e

ing types:

(a) Intervention to nrotect the lives and oronerty
of American citizens, e.g., intervention in China during the
Baxer Umrising and 2t Nicaragua in 1912;

(b} Intervention to maintain the rights, dignity,
and a2utnority of the United States, e.3., occupation of Vera
Cruz in 1314,

(c) Intervention to remedy conditions so injarious
to the United Statcs, as a neighboring nation, that they can
no longer be endured, e.g., intervention ir Cuba in 1898;

(d) Intervention to forastall action by other
countries including the League of Nations, as a matter of
intermtional equity and as an imnlied obligation of the
United States in view of its assartion of the llonroe Doctrine,
€.8., action in Haiti and San Domingo.

3. “hile it is imvossible to forecast the exact situation
to be met in case of possible futwre interventions, it is reasonsably
certain that in the future, as in the »nast, the folloring conditions
7111 characterize tha general situation:

(a) The decision to intervene wwill be nade sud-
denly, and probably as the result of some overt act or
snecial sitmtion vwhich will largely, if not entirely,
determire the character of the intervention zand the means

to be emnloyed:

(b) The situation will be sucn that nromdtness
of action will be of »aramount immortance:

(c) 2here will be no considerable hostile naval
strensth:

(d) Possible theaters of oszrations are Iexico,
Central :‘merica, Joutih America, and the .est Indies.
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II. = T_AS TO GEITZRAL PLAN.

lnjor Decision.

&)

4. To mrovide for such Intervention operation
nay be ordercd by the President of the United States.

inor Decislions.

(2) To provide for the employment of Yaval and larine
Corps forces for all initial and subsequent overseas intervention
osorations, witnin ths 1limit of thelr canacity to execute.

(b) To orovide also for the employment of Army forces
in all intervention overations for which Xaval and iarine Corps
farces are inadequate.

(c) ™hat, when Joint Army and Navy action is ordercd
by the Prosident, The Joint Board will formulate specific instruc-
tions, based upon said order and the situatlion existing at the time
of the intervention: these instructions to include a statement of
the Naval, llarine Corvs, and Army forces required, the mission of
sucn forces, and the theater of onerations.

(d) In order to inswre the immediate availability
of Army forces suitable and adequate, for the operations contem-
olated by (b) and (c) above, to mz2ixe provision for holding in a
constant state of recadiness such Army forces as will vermit the
nrompt dispatch, of any one of the exneditionary forces velow
indicated.

‘ bate of
Commoosition Approximate 20 sail from sailing
of Farce Strenstn .7 (zero )nlus
_______days

Variation A| 1 division 11,000 “tlantic Ports 6
Variation B| 1 cor»as (2 divs.) 32,000 itlantic Ports S
Variation C| 1 division 11,000 Pacific Ports 6
Variaotion D| 1 coros (2 divs.) 32,0C0 Sacificz Ports 10
Variation Z| 1 division 11,0060 Atlantic orts 6
1 division 11,000 Pacific 2orts 6
Variation ©| 1 division 11,000 atlantic 2arts 6
1 corvs (2 divs.) 32,000 Pacific 2orts 16
Variztion G| 1 division 11,000 2acific Zor:s 6
1 coros (2 divs.) 32,000 itlantic Ports 8
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(e) To provide naval comvoy and support durihg over-
seas movemonts and landing operations, for such Arnmy Fxpeditionary
foroes as are dispatched.

I1I. LI3SION OF THE AR TIEPARTHEKT.

5. (a) To maxe effective such intervention as may be
ordered by the Zresident of the United States.

Contributory issions.

(b) To maintain the Umited States Army rforces in
sich a constant state of readiness as to permit the prompt dispatch
of =ny one of the expeditionary forces sot forth in paragranh 4 (a)
above, and upon the s2lection of the force to be used, to embark and
transport this force to the Theater of Operations, and thereafter to
maintain the said farce in the Theater of Opecrations.

(c) To establish, operate, and maintain all ports of
ambarization for the Army Transport Service.

(d) 7o procure, man, and operate all vassels necessary
for the trans»ortation and maintenance of the Army Expedit ionary rorce;
the convoy of such vessels to be conducted by the Zavy in accordance
with Articles 1461-1467 (inclusive), U. S. Ravy Regulations and
Goneral Orders Fo. 18, "Jar Department, 1911.

IV. 13310: no FAVY DEPARTIERT.

6. (2) To mem effective such intervention as may be
ordered by the Prasident of the United States.

Contributory l.issions.

(b) To maintain in a constant state of readiness for
prompt dispatch such llaval and liarine Corps Forces as may be necessary,
for all initial and subsequent overseas intervention overations, within
the 1limit of their capacity to execute, and to provide such Naval and
liarine Corns Forces as may be reguired under paragranh 4 (c) above.

(c) 20 wrovide suitable Kaval escort and support of
Army Expeditionary Forces during overseas moverents and landing odera-
tions, under any of the variations indicated in »paragraph 4 (@) above:
convoys to be conducted in accordance with Articlss 1461-1467 (inclu-
sive), U. 3. Navy Regulz=tions and General Qrders Xo. 18, ar Depart-
ment, 1911.

(d) To mrovide hospital shin service for Army IExdedi-
tionary rorces.

(e) To cooparate fully with the Army in the execution
of such micsions as may be assigned to the Army, under any particular
variation as set forth in paragraph 4 above.
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V. GRY AND NAVY 2LAKS.

7e The foregoing Joint Army and Ravy Special Plan Violet,
when approved by the 3ecretary of ‘var and the Secretary of the Navy,
shall constitute the basis upon which the Army Special Plan Violet
and the Navy Basic Violet Plan will be forrmulated and developed.

8. “hen any question of jurisdiction and responsibility
arises that requires interpretation of this Basic lzn, the matter
w111 be referred to The Joint Board for decision.
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