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THE WHITE HOUSE .J 
WASHINGTON 

llay 22, 1942. 

llEKORAJIDUJI FOR 

THE SECRETARY 01 THE IAV1 

I wiab you and Admiral ling 
would talk w1 th ae about thia 
proposed new building pr ograa, to 
be atarted in 1943 and 1944. 

I ahould l1.ke especially to 
talk ewer the 4ea1rab1l1ty or 
building 45,000 too a.ircrart 
carriere; tbe poaaibility or 
cut tine the aue or 27 ,oooton 
aircraft carrier• by f our or 
f ive thouaand tooa and putting 
the aaved tannage into aircraf t 
carriere or approxiaately twelve 
to fourteen thouaand ton.. 

Al.ao, I ahould lUe to 
diacuaa the r elative advantage& 
ot 1),600 too heavy cruiaera 
VI . the 11,000 too heavy 
cruiaera. I u inclined to 
go alODi without further ado 
wi th the prograa t or the all&ll 
light cruiaera, the dea t.!'oyera 
and the eacor t veaaela . 

P, D. R. 
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THE SECRETARY OF" THE NAVY 

WAa H I"'<<O T ON 

~~~ 19, 1942 

( SC).ll-3/ 1943-44 
(0;)3:;00A) 

Hy denr Mr. Preaident 1 

Pleau no~e t r.e att&ebed o:GorMdWI fro:> Admir al 

Xing dealing vi t h the Cc,.b&tMt Shin 3\:ildint; Pro5l'e:> f or 

1943 Md 1944. 

If ~hie ougge oted out line "eeta vith your appronJ., 

a,v I ha•• your ~~nthorl tJr to in I Uate 1e~;1alat1on for th11 

program. 

'!'he Preelden t 
'lb.e Yhlte liouae 

Jneloaure 

Sineeraly yours , 

F'r oni;l n D. noc•evelt L1brcu l 

DfCLf.~~: ~IED 
[h· Uu •. &2oo.9 (9/ 27/&BJ 
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COWDoeanu / ,) UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
fr< ) A 1-J (/t 1(1 . -~~ Hw>ou..,.., or nu eo-.. CHII>' 

JfAVT DIPAJI1'WI:NT, WAIXOIQf()M,J). C. 

-0811FIIilitlTII4L 
MAY 15 !942 

J.!D.!ORAIIDUII FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVI, 

You have approved the 1943- 1944 Combatant Ship Buildi.ng 
Program. Congress ional authorization for this program is neces­
sary at an early date in order to occupy shipbuilding ws.ys becon­
ing available in 1943 and 1944. The program consists of the 
follow1J18• 

!.ll!! Unit Tonnase Nllllber Total Tonnaae 

CV Aircraft Cs.rriers 45,000 4 180, 000 
cv Aircraft carriers 2?,100 10 2?1,000 
CA Heavy Cruisers 13,600 17 231,200 
CL Light Cruisers 11, 000 16 176, 000 
CL Light Cruisers 6, 000 J 18, 000 
DD Destroyers 2,100 100 210,000 
DE Escort Veaaal.s 1, 400 420 sso,ooo 

Total 1,6?4, 200 

Authorisation for 200,000 toM of Naval construction has 
been obtained by Public Law No. 551, signed by the President on 
).lay 13, 1942. This tonnage is intended for submarines and ia to 
occupy all submarine ways becoming available in 1943 and 1944. 

The above ship buildi.ng program cont emplates merely a 
continuation of the prosent ship buildi.ng program at tho pes.k 
rate and not an increase in the peak rate of Naval ship buildi.ng, 

It is considered advisable that Presidential authority be 
obtained for i .nitiating legislation for this cOI!lbatant ship 
building progr&~:~ , 

h:>...,kl r D. Roosevelt Librar7 

UEGlf.8SiFIED 
_ u~il Ul.JL5.2ao..i ~9,t:az;~~ ____ _ 

Date- 3- 1- 5 'f 

Signature-- (?t:ZI{ i ~ 
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